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April 14, 2021  

 

 

Chairwoman Rosa DeLauro 

U.S. House Committee on Appropriations 
2413 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Ranking Member Kay Granger 
U.S. House Committee on Appropriations 
1026 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Chairman Matt Cartwright  
U.S. House Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 
Science, & Related Agencies 
2102 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Ranking Member Robert Aderholt 
U.S. House Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 
Science, & Related Agencies 
1203 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Chairman Patrick Leahy  
U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations  
437 Russell Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Vice Chairman Richard Shelby 
U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations  
304 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Chairwoman Jeanne Shaheen  
U.S. Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 
Science, & Related Agencies 
506 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Ranking Member Jerry Moran 
U.S. Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 
Science, & Related Agencies 
125 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
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Dear Chairs and Ranking Members of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees: 

 
As deans of law schools in the United States, we urge you to provide a significant increase in 

funding for the Legal Services Corporation (LSC) due to the heightened need for legal assistance during 

and in the aftermath of the coronavirus pandemic.  LSC has long received bipartisan support, and we 

hope you will continue to work together to ensure that LSC has the funding needed to perform its vital 

mission. 

We lead a diverse array of law schools with a wide variety of institutional missions.  Our personal 

views span the political spectrum.  We come together today with a shared conviction that LSC funds are 

critically needed to provide access to justice in our communities. 

LSC-supported legal services organizations help homeless veterans, victims of natural disasters, 

domestic violence survivors, low-income senior citizens and many other vulnerable populations.  More 

than 53 million Americans qualified for legal assistance from LSC-funded programs prior to the 

pandemic, and even more will qualify now because of the sharp rise in unemployment and other 

dislocation over the last year.  Yet the economic toll of COVID-19 has exacerbated the well-documented 

"justice gap" between the civil legal needs of low-income Americans and the resources available to 

meet those needs.  

Research shows that civil legal aid is a wise public investment.  For example, by helping to end 

cycles of domestic violence and reducing unnecessary evictions and unjust foreclosures, LSC funds 

reduce the need for public spending in other areas. 

As law school deans, we value the partnerships facilitated by LSC funds.  Many of our schools 

operate clinics and externship programs in collaboration with organizations relying on LSC funds.  Our 

students benefit from working alongside experienced attorneys dedicated to serving the public 

interest. 

Fundamentally, we believe that funding for LSC is integral to the fair administration of justice and 

the rule of law.  As the late Justice Antonin Scalia stated on the occasion of the organization’s 40th 

anniversary, LSC “pursues the most fundamental of American ideals” for “without access to quality 

representation there is no justice.”   

We appreciate your consideration of our request. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Kerry Abrams 
James B. Duke and Benjamin N. Duke Dean and Professor of Law 
Duke University School of Law 
 

Robert B. Ahdieh 

Dean & Anthony G. Buzbee Endowed Dean's Chair 

Texas A&M University School of Law  
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Jane Aiken 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Wake Forest Law School  
 
Mark C. Alexander 
Arthur J. Kania Dean and Professor of Law 
Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law 
 
Vikram David Amar 
Dean and Iwan Foundation Professor of Law 
University of Illinois College of Law 
 
S. James Anaya 
Dean and University Distinguished Professor 
University of Colorado Law School 
 

Horace Anderson 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace University  
 

Jerry L. Anderson 
Dean and Richard M. and Anita Calkins Distinguished Professor of Law 
Drake University Law School 
 
Leonard M. Baynes 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Houston Law Center 
 
Jessica Berg and Michael Scharf 
Co-Deans 
Case Western Reserve University School of Law 
 
D. Benjamin Barros 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Toledo College of Law 
 
Michael F. Barry  
President and Dean 
South Texas College of Law Houston 
 
April M. Barton 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Duquesne University School of Law 
 
Patricia Bennett 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Mississippi College School of Law 
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Theresa M. Beiner 
Dean and Nadine Baum Distinguished Professor of Law 
University of Arkansas Little Rock William H. Bowen School of Law 
 
Luke Bierman 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Elon University School of Law 
 

Richard A. Bierschbach 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Wayne State University Law School 
 
Douglas A. Blaze 
Interim Dean and Art Stolnitz and Elvin E. Overton Professor of Law 
University of Tennessee College of Law 
 

Mary Anne Bobinski 
Dean and Asa Griggs Candler Professor of Law 
Emory University School of Law 
 

Craig M. Boise 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Syracuse University College of Law 
 
Kathleen M. Boozang 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Seton Hall University School of Law 
 
Gregory W. Bowman  
Dean & Professor of Law 
Roger Williams University School of Law 
 
Martin H. Brinkley 
Dean and Arch T. Allen Distinguished Professor 
School of Law, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 
Jennifer Gerarda Brown 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Quinnipiac University School of Law 
 
Scott P. Brown 
President and Dean 
New England Law/Boston 
 
Joan R. M. Bullock 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law, Texas Southern University 
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Marcilynn A. Burke 
Dean and Dave Frohnmayer Chair in Leadership and Law 
University of Oregon School of Law 
 
Michael T. Cahill 
President, Joseph Crea Dean & Professor of Law 
Brooklyn Law School 
 
Eduardo R.C. Capulong 
Interim Dean & Professor of Law 
CUNY School of Law 
 
Paul L. Caron 
Duane and Kelly Roberts Dean and Professor of Law 
Pepperdine Caruso School of Law 
 
Megan Carpenter 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of New Hampshire Franklin Pierce School of Law 
  
Erwin Chemerinsky 
Dean and Jesse H. Choper Distinguished Professor of Law 
University of California, Berkeley School of Law 
 
Eric C. Christiansen  
Interim Dean and Professor of Law  
Golden Gate University School of Law 
  
Annette E. Clark 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Seattle University School of Law 
 
Jennifer M. Collins 
Judge James Noel Dean and Professor of Law 
SMU Dedman School of Law 
 
Danielle M. Conway 
Dean and Donald J. Farage Professor of Law 
Penn State Dickinson Law 
 
Cathy Cox 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Mercer University School of Law 
 

Colin Crawford 
Dean & Professor of Law 
Louis D. Brandeis School of Law, University of Louisville 
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Phyllis L Crocker 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Detroit Mercy School of Law 
 

Anthony W. Crowell 
Dean and President  
New York Law School  
 
Larry Cunningham 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Charleston School of Law 
 
Judith Daar  
Ambassador Patricia L. Herbold Dean and Professor of Law 
Salmon P. Chase College of Law, Northern Kentucky University  
 
Mary J. Davis 
Dean and Ashland-Spears Distinguished Research Professor of Law 
University of Kentucky J. David Rosenberg College of Law 
 
Matthew Diller  
Dean and Paul Fuller Professor of Law 
Fordham University School of Law 
 
Robert D. Dinerstein 
Acting Dean and Professor of Law 
American University Washington College of Law 
 
Susan H. Duncan 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Mississippi School of Law 
 
Allen K Easley 
Dean and Professor of Law  
Western State College of Law at Westcliff University 
 
Lyn Suzanne Entzeroth 
Dean & Dean John Rogers Endowed Chair 
The University of Tulsa College of Law 
 
Felecia Epps 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of North Texas at Dallas College of Law 
 
David L. Faigman 
Chancellor & Dean and John F. Digardi Distinguished Professor of Law 
University of California, Hastings College of the Law 
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Ward Farnsworth 
Dean and John Jeffers Research Chair in Law 
University of Texas School of Law 
 
Joshua Paul Fershee 
Dean and Professor of Law  
Creighton University School of Law 
 
Daniel M. Filler 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Thomas R. Kline School of Law, Drexel University  
 
Lee Fisher 
Dean and Joseph C. Hostetler-BakerHostetler Chair in Law 
Cleveland Marshall College of Law, Cleveland State University 
 
Susan Freiwald 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of San Francisco School of Law 
 
Heather K. Gerken 
Dean and Sol & Lillian Goldman Professor of Law 
Yale Law School 
 
Risa Goluboff 
Dean and Arnold H. Leon Professor of Law 
University of Virginia School of Law 
 
C. Peter Goplerud III 
President and Dean 
Florida Coastal School of Law 
 
Andrew T. Guzman 
Dean and Carl Mason Franklin Chair in Law, and Professor of Law and Political Science  
University of Southern California Gould School of Law  
 
James Hackney 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Northeastern University School of Law 
 
Daniel W. Hamilton  
Dean and Richard J. Morgan Professor of Law 
William S. Boyd School of Law, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 
Anna M. Han 
Interim Dean and Professor of Law 
Santa Clara University School of Law 
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Brant J. Hellwig 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Washington and Lee University School of Law 
 
Cassandra L. Hill 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Northern Illinois University College of Law 
 
William Hubbard 
Dean, School of Law 
University of South Carolina 
 
Renée McDonald Hutchins 
Dean and Rauh Chair of Public Interest Law 
University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law 
 
Melanie B. Jacobs 
Interim Dean and Professor of Law 
Michigan State University College of Law 
 
Garry W. Jenkins  
Dean & William S. Pattee Professor of Law 
University of Minnesota Law School  
 
Jennifer J. Johnson 
Dean and Erskine Wood Sr. Professor of Law 
Lewis and Clark Law School 
 
Kevin R. Johnson 
Dean 
University of California Davis School of Law 

William P. Johnson 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Saint Louis University School of Law 
 
José Roberto (Beto) Juárez, Jr. 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad College of Law 
 
Michael J. Kaufman  
Dean and Professor of Law  
Loyola University Chicago School of Law  
 
Linda M. Keller 
Dean & Professor of Law 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law 
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Elena B. Langan 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Touro College Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center 
 
J. Rich Leonard 
Dean 
Campbell School of Law 
 
Anita K. Krug 
Dean and Professor 
Chicago-Kent College of Law, Illinois Institute of Technology 
 
Madeleine M. Landrieu  
Dean and Adrian G. Duplantier Distinguished Professor of Law 
Loyola University New Orleans College of Law  
 
Melanie Leslie 
Dean and Samuel Belkin Professor of Law 
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, Yeshiva University 
 
Lee Ann Wheelis Lockridge   
Interim Dean and Professor of Law  
Louisiana State University Law Center 
 
David Lopez 
Co-Dean and Professor of Law 
Rutgers Law School 
 
Matthew R. Lyon 
Vice President & Dean 
Lincoln Memorial University Duncan School of Law 
 
Gregory N. Mandel 
Dean & Peter J. Liacouras Professor of Law 
Temple University, Beasley School of Law 
 
John F. Manning 
Morgan and Helen Chu Dean and Professor of Law 
Harvard Law School 
 
Stephen W. Mazza 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Kansas School of Law 
 
Margaret Sova McCabe 
Dean & Professor of Law 
University of Arkansas School of Law 
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James McGrath 
President and Dean 
Western Michigan University Thomas M. Cooley Law School 
 
David D. Meyer 
Dean and Mitchell Franklin Professor of Law  
Tulane Law School 
 
Marc L. Miller 
Dean & Ralph W. Bilby Professor 
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law 
 
Eric J. Mitnick 
Dean & Professor of Law 
University of Massachusetts School of Law 
 
Jennifer L. Mnookin 
Dean and Ralph and Shirley Shapiro Professor of Law 
UCLA School of Law 
 
Richard Moberly 

Dean and Richard C. & Catherine S. Schmoker Professor of Law 

University of Nebraska College of Law 

 
Trevor W. Morrison 
Dean and Eric M. and Laurie B. Roth Professor of Law 
NYU Law School 
  
Camille A. Nelson 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Hawaii William S. Richardson School of Law  
 
Anthony Niedwiecki 
President and Dean 
Mitchell Hamline School of Law 
 
Fernando Moreno Orama  
Dean 
Pontifical Catholic University School of Law 
 
Alicia Ouellette 
President and Dean 
Albany Law School 
 
Angela Onwuachi-Willig 
Dean and Ryan Roth Gallo and Ernest J. Gallo Professor of Law 
Boston University School of Law 
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Sergio Pareja 
Dean and Professor of Law 
The University of New Mexico School of Law 
 
Austen Parrish 
Dean and James H. Rudy Professor 
Indiana University Maurer School of Law 
 
Wendy C. Perdue 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Richmond School of Law 
 
Jennifer Rosato Perea 
Dean and Professor 
DePaul University College of Law 
 
Andrew Perlman 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Suffolk University Law School 
 
Christopher J. (C.J.) Peters 
Dean and C. Blake McDowell, Jr. Professor of Law 
The University of Akron School of Law                                      
 
John Pierre 
Chancellor 
Southern University Law Center, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
 
Susan Westerberg Prager 
President and Dean 
Southwestern Law School 
 
Carla D. Pratt 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Washburn University School of Law 
 
Gail Prudenti 
Dean 
Maurice A. Dean School of Law at Hofstra University    
 
L. Song Richardson  
Dean | Chancellor’s Professor of Law  
University of California · Irvine | School of Law 
 
Patricia E. Roberts 
Dean and Charles E. Cantú Distinguished Professor of Law 
St. Mary’s University School of Law 
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Vincent D. Rougeau 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Boston College Law School 
 
Michael Hunter Schwartz 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law 
 
Sean M. Scott 
President and Dean 
California Western School of Law 
 
Sudha Setty 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Western New England University School of Law 
 
Michael A. Simons 
Dean and John V. Brennan Professor of Law 
St. John’s University School of Law 
 
Bruce P. Smith 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Denver Sturm College of Law 
 
D. Gordon Smith 
Dean and Woodruff J. Deem Professor of Law 
J. Reuben Clark Law School, Brigham Young University  
 
Nancy Staudt 
Dean and Howard & Caroline Cayne Distinguished Professor of Law 
Washington University School of Law 
 
Andrew L. Strauss 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Dayton School of Law 
 

Henry C. (Corky) Strickland 
Dean and Ethel P. Malugen Professor of Law 
Cumberland School of Law 
 
John E. Taylor 
Interim Dean and Jackson Kelly Professor 
West Virginia University College of Law 
 
Bradley J.B. Toben 
Dean and M.C. & Mattie Caston Professor of Law 
Baylor Law School 
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Donald B. Tobin 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law 
 
Daniel P. Tokaji  
Fred W. & Vi Miller Dean and Professor of Law  
University of Wisconsin Law School  
 
William Michael Treanor 
Dean and Executive Vice President 
Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Reynaldo Anaya Valencia 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Capital University Law School 
 
Robert K. Vischer 
Dean and Mengler Chair in Law 
University of St. Thomas School of Law 
 
Elizabeth Kronk Warner 
Dean and Professor of Law 
S.J. Quinney College of Law, University of Utah 
 
Kevin K. Washburn 
N. William Hines Dean and Professor of Law  
University of Iowa College of Law 
 
Michael E Waterstone 
Fritz B. Burns Dean 
Loyola Law School, Loyola Marymount University 
 
Ronald Weich 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Baltimore School of Law 
 

Mark D. West 
David A. Breach Dean and Nippon Life Professor of Law 
University of Michigan Law School 
 

Amy J. Wildermuth 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Pittsburgh School of Law 
 

Verna L. Williams 
Dean and Nippert Professor of Law  
University of Cincinnati College of Law 
 


